The Nature of the Soul as Material

Post by “Cassius” of September 11, 2018 at 1:32 PM

For those who come here and are concerned for religious reasons that our souls are "spiritual"
rather than material (the Epicurean view), you might find of interest this 1823 article by
Thomas Cooper, friend of Thomas Jefferson, entitled "The Spiritual Doctrine of Materialism"
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Two opinions are enterfained respecting
ihaught, intelligence, aml the phenemena termed
mental, or intellectual, One s, that they are to
be ascribed b 4 being distinet from the body, hav-
Ing As progerly in common with ilm_rh‘r _!_Jmlﬂl
terial, spiritoal,) incapable of corrupiion 'nlk e the
matter of our bedies, and im consequence thereal,
immorinl. Thia bfirl.x, nn1||rn||_'.' distingt from
the bady, is the haman sowl ; amited to the body
during its life, sot free from the body ot death, and
without whose unien with the lhlll}' there wauld
be nuthing liks lﬁmuﬁt!, valition, or action. As the
soul alune can act and suffer, this opinion of its
separate existence is essentislly panneciel with
the christian doctrine of a future state. Suoch is
the prevailing apinion adopted by all the clergy
and by them mculeated as an article of faith es
sential to Christinnity.

The other s, that all the phenomena termed
mental or intellectanl, are o be ascribed not o
any soul, distinct or separate from the bady, but
o the I'nprrl.i,uu which (od _ﬁ.||uig|'.|}' lns been
|||:un.|.m1p|_u cannect with the human frame—mwith
the hwman svstem of orguoised matter. So that
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1I|ought. volition, sctien, are the resulis of the cir-
cumstances to which God has been pleased that
man, a& an erganised being, should be exposed, du-
ring his contineance in this life. It is alse said,
that there are manifost appearances of thought,
volition, and, consequently, action, in brute ani-
mals ; inferior greaily in complication and per-
Fection to those that nre observed in man, but ot
different in kind, The orzanisation of brute ani-
mals being in many essentinl respects inferior o
that of man.

Accarding to the first doctrine, man 18 & com-
Fﬁllﬂd amnimal -rncnui.ning of & sonl immaterial, fm-
mortsl, invisihle, and of a body such s we sen z
This is fmmatericfiomn.  According to the secend
"I“"l':ﬂllll. man is mol & l.'urlnpuuml animal, bl com-
sists merely of the parts and their properties,
which are visible and apparent, and which can be
made Known to us b our senses: This is M-
riafisin. According o the first dectrine, when the
boaly dies the -m|||g'.\|--| wes ; necording to the se-
cond doctrime, ween the body dies, the whole man
dies.

The present inquiry is, which af these two doc-
trines is most conformshle to Christianity as de-
livered to ws in the four Guospels that fernish the
detnils of the life, death, ami precepts of Jesus
Christ. I it shall appear an the balance of avi-
dence, that Jesus Christ supporied in precept wnd
in practice, the one apinien or the r|1|Iu:-r, I‘u.'r: is
it & christian duty to embrace that opinion which
has received his sametion,

I propose to shaw, that the apinion denewinatad
Materiativoy, is—and that the n].i""_.n. densining-
ted fmmcmerialion, s wot, consistent with clris-
tianity.

It will be prudont at the outset, to seltle e
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Wauar s Crisriamry 2

The christianity of the Bomish church is one

, but the implications of this
deal with) Christians.
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