Authorized Doctrines by Norman W. De Witt

Post by “Cassius” of September 6, 2021 at 4:55 PM

Quote from Don

Ah! That's the wrinkle when you start looking at the original text.

| agree with that comment, but | also think that Norman DeWitt had read more Greek in his
lifetime up to writing that book than any ten of us, so it's probably always worth considering
whether he didn't see some connotation in the Greek literature where that word occurs that
isn't obvious to us just using the dictionaries.

| see here is the paragraph Nate is citing from (I don't see it on page 188 but might be in a
footnote?) and it certainly looks like DeWitt thought it appropriate to hammer home the
"patronage of princes" part. Gosh only knows at this point why, but | wouldn't bet my life that
he didn't have a reason. Maybe just a word association in his own mind for that particular
Greek.

Anather falue opinion thar did poy escape anention was whar the
mew Testament calls "the decsiclulness of riches.” In Auchorized Do
trine 54 it is paired with the paronage of princes: “Although sfery
Irom the avacks of men has been secared 1o 2 ceriain degree by dvnastic
protection and abundance of means, thar which comes of the retired
life amd withedrawal [ro ihe i@clivinde is ihe ficad unalleed™ 1§ mey
ke memiioned il rlches were condemmed as deceinlul in another way,
Just as they failed as an assarance of safery, so they begoa no worthwhile
happines = but mereh admaiistered o superfluous pleasures which
renened no pain arising [hom wams

Omlv afier thewe [alse opinions had been exposed did Epiourus arrive
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