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I agree with most of what you say, but we can't rule out that Lucretius may have added for the
sake of explanation, not to the basic theory, but even as a function of using a different
language than Greek, and writing in poetry.

Also, when I studied Diogenes' wall in depth, it seemed obvious to me that he had benefited
from centuries of Epicurean discourse (with the Epicureans frequently adding emphasis and
new arguments to strengthen Epicurus' points, for instance, on the importance of mental
pleasures), of discussing back-and-forth the doctrines among themselves and being challenged
by other schools (which we also see in Philodemus). With Lucretius and Lucian, we even see
that an Epicurean literary tradition of science fiction was beginning to emerge as a result of
speculation about life in other planets. So we can't rule out that the discourse had evolved
during the centuries between Epicurus and Lucretius.
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