PD14 - Alternate Translations
Post by “Cassius” of August 31, 2021 at 8:47 AM
It looks like we have a significant difference among sources as to how PD14 should end, so we

need to have a discussion as to why that is the case, and this thread is the best place for that.
This is prompted by Nate's graphic here Principal Doctrine 14 which cites Inwood and Gerson:

XIV "The purest security is that which comes from a quiet life and withdrawal from the many,
although a certain degree of security from other men does come by means of the power to
repel [attacks] and by means of prosperity." (Epicurus, Principal Doctrine 14) PD14 Translated
by Inwood and Gerson (1994)

The other cites we've listed initially are:

Bailey Version: 14. The most unalloyed source of protection from men, which is secured to
some extent by a certain force of expulsion, is in fact the immunity which results from a quiet
life, and retirement from the world.

Greek: 14TA¢ dogaAeiag ThG €€ AvOPWMWY YEVOUEVNG HEXPL TVOG BUVAUEL TV £EEPELOTIKE Kal
eOmnoplq eiAtkpveoTtdTn yivetal i €k TAG Novxiag KAl EKXWPAOEWS TWVY TOAARDV AOPAAELQ.

Hicks translation: 14 When tolerable security against our fellow-men is attained, then on a basis
of power arises most genuine bliss, to wit, the security of a private life withdrawn from the
multitude.

Saint-Andre translation: 14 Although some measure of safety from others comes from the
power to fight them off and from abundant wealth, the purest security comes from solitude and
breaking away from the herd.

Emidio Spinnelli paper: The purest security is that which comes from a quiet life and withdrawal
from the many, after having obtained a certain degree of security with respect to other men by
means of comfort and prosperity.
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