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Did Epicurus approve of Marriage?
A study of Diogenes Laertius X, 119

C. W. CHILTON

His SECTION of Diogenes’ life of Epicurus reads as follows in all
T the manuscripts:
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There are many difficulties in this curious passage which Eaile}r justl}'
describes as “scrappy and incoherent” and it is, I think, true to say that
no two editors agree on text and punctuation. The passage is, however,
rather important since the first part of it is the only reference we have
in the Epicurean corpus to the Master’s views on marriage and the
begetting of children ~ a subject which must surely have been treated
by a moralist with his views on human happiness,

Let us then begin by considering the passage up to Blov yapqoew. As it
stands the text asserts positively that the wise man will marry and beget
children. But ever since Epicurean studies began in modern times this
has been queried, and the great scholar Gassendi felt bound to follow
Casaubon in emending xai pwijv xai to xal undt, in other words, to print
the exact opposite of the MS reading. In more recent times Usener,
Bailey, and Diano revert to the MS but Hicks in the Loeb edition agrees
with Gassendi. The principal reason for the emendation is clear enough;
in the first place it has seemed to many scholars from Casaubon onwards
to be impossible to reconcile approval of marriage with Epicurus’ own
well-attested views on human happiness in general and sex in particular;
in the second, all references by later writers to the Epicurean view of

marriage agree in depicting the Epicurean as an opponent of wedlock and
the family,
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