Issues In The Meaning And Definition of Logic
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That footnote 50 after Socrates refers to Cicero's Brutus (85.292):
Quote

"But | made some remarks," said Atticus, "which | had several times a mind to mention;
only | was loath to interrupt you. As your discourse, however, seems to be drawing
towards an end, | think | may venture to out with them."—"By all means," replied I.—"I
readily grant, then," said he, "that there is something very humourous and elegant in
that continued Irony, which Socrates employs to so much advantage in the dialogues of
Plato, Xenophon, and Aeschines. For when a dispute commences on the nature of
wisdom, he professes, with a great deal of humour and ingenuity, to have no
pretensions to it himself; while, with a kind of concealed raillery, he ascribes the
highest degree of it to those who had the arrogance to lay an open claim to it. Thus, in
Plato, he extols Protagoras, Hippias, Prodicus, Gorgias, and several others, to the skies:
but represents himself as a mere ignorant. This in him was peculiarly becoming; nor
can | agree with Epicurus, who thinks it censurable. But in a professed History, (for
such, in fact, is the account you have been giving us of the Roman Orators) | shall leave
you to judge, whether an application of the Irony is not equally reprehensible, as it
would be in giving a judicial evidence."—"Pray, what are you driving at," said |,— "for |
cannot comprehend you."
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