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I would really like to dig into what this means here, as I think this is where people go wrong and
think that there's something mystical about the "first mental image" reference. As I read them
they are thinking that "concepts" formed in our mind after reflection (such as are described by
Diogenes Laertius in his statement of preconceptions) become primary evidence of truth. I do
not think Epicurus would agree with that, and I think I would argue that all concepts are
essentially "words" - they are the map and not the terrain and can never be confused with the
reality itself. I think he would argue that words can never fully describe reality, and that
"reality" is what is given to us by the pre-rational faculties (including not only the five senses
but also by (2) pleasure and pain and (3) the non-idea-based anticipations):

Quote

For this purpose it is essential that the first mental image associated with each word
should be regarded,
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