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Yep and then we have the question, "What is dialectic?" and it appears that's probably a
reference to "dialectical logic" which also is probably a reference to the "Socratic method" or
the methods used in Plato's Dialogs.

I think there's also a relevant reference in On Ends when Torquatus begins his monologue and
says that rather than question-answer he wants to use a narrative format. I think it's right
before the section we usually start quoting:

Quote

I quite agree with you, said Torquatus; for one cannot dispute at all without finding fault
with your antagonist; but on the other hand you cannot dispute properly if you do so
with ill-temper or with pertinacity. But, if you have no objection, I have an answer to
make to these assertions of yours. Do you suppose, said I, that I should have said what
I have said if I did not desire to hear what you had to say too? Would you like then, says
he, that I should go through the whole theory of Epicurus, or that we should limit our
present inquiry to pleasure by itself; which is what the whole of the present dispute
relates to? We will do, said I, whichever you please. That then, said he, shall be my
present course. I will explain one matter only, being the most important one. At another
time I will discuss the question of natural philosophy; and I will prove to you the theory
of the divergence of the atoms, and of the magnitude of the sun, and that Democritus
committed many errors which were found fault with and corrected by Epicurus. At
present, I will confine myself to pleasure; not that I am saying anything new, but still I
will adduce arguments which I feel sure that even you yourself will approve of.
Undoubtedly, said I, I will not be obstinate; and I will willingly agree with you if you will
only prove your assertions to my satisfaction. I will prove them, said he, provided only
that you are as impartial as you profess yourself: but I would rather employ a
connected discourse than keep on asking or being asked questions. As you
please, said I.
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