Opportunities for Activism And Collaboration Here At
EpicureanFriends.com

Post by “Don” of August 24, 2021 at 7:29 AM

It's more than okay for you to add your thoughts = In fact, | think your fresh perspective is
quite valuable. Thanks!

Quote from Philia

1) The name "Epicurean" - as it exists to the every day common understanding is: one
who is devoted to the enjoyment of fine food and wine. It will be difficult to overcome
that definition of "Epicurean".

Oddly enough, the original Epicureans including in the time of Epicurus himself dealt with this
exact problem, too. People back then couldn't get over the idea of pleasure as the guide for life
and attributed all kinds of fancy food stereotypes and debauchery to the Epicureans. However,
just liked the modern Stoics have, | think we can eventually work through the stereotypes
associated with the name "Epicurean" and claim it back. The words small e "epicurean" and
capital E "Epicurean" can hopefully coexist like stoic and Stoic. That being said, | fully agree
with you that it won't be easy.

Quote from Philia

2) The academic interpretation vs. DeWitt interpretation (both of which | have yet to
fully grasp) seems to lend itself to endless debate, and is further complicated if you are
wanting to use the phrase "Classical Epicureanism".

i think we're all trying to fully grasp it, so you're not alone “~ The point | often come back to is
that Epicurus wanted his philosophy to be understandable to everyone: men, women, young,
old, etc. That's one reason it spread throughout the ancient world and why the early Christians
saw it as such a threat. That's one of the reasons we have those ancient stereotypes and
slanders. Personally, | try to return to the fundamentals as contained in the Principal Doctrines
and Letters. Your points are well taken!

Quote from Philia

3) "Pleasure is the highest good" - this phrase is ethically incomplete, and it is too
vague and open to multiple interpretations.
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We're having that exact conversation on what that phrase means on another thread. | would
say it's a starting point. Encapsulated in that phrase, for me, is the idea that we should pursue
the most pleasurable life and make decisions that point us in that direction. Sometimes we'll
undergo pain for future pleasure (ex, the pain of exercise for a healthier life). Also, for me, that
phrase means why do we do virtuous actions? They make us feel good (pleasure). Why do we
look forward to seeing friends? They bring is pleasure. Pain and pleasure are guides to what to
avoid and what to pursue.

Thank you again for your post!! | think you've added valuable food for thought!
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