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Thanks for your comments Philia. Each of those concerns have answers to them which (as you
say) you apparently have not studied the philosophy long enough to understand.

At the level you are discussing what you are talking about is not Epicurean philosophy at all, so
it probably does not make sense to call it that for the sake of avoiding misunderstanding all
around.

Unfortunately there is really no way to avoid the "work" (pleasant though it may be) of studying
the philosophy so as to understand the truths and dispell the errors.

It's a great goal for you to assemble a group of friends and to pursue pleasure in a general
sense, but until you grapple with the philosophy issues and decide to take Epicurus' side as
your own, you're not talking Epicurean philosophy and you'll probably do yourself and your
friends more harm than good by disappointing yourself and then by inaccurately portraying
half-formed thoughts as Epicurean.

One of Epicurus' distinctive attitudes as displayed in the Vatican Saying at the top of our home
page and in other sayings is that it is important to proclaim TRUE philosophy, and that is not to
be compromised even if those around you do not understand the truth. Hopefully you and they
WILL come to understand the true philosophy over time, but keep that in mind as you proceed
and if you decide to promote your own eclectic blend, you will very likely be better off being
honest to everyone about that so that you all will be on the same page and avoid the bitter
disputes that come when people feel they have been misled.
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