Opportunities for Activism And Collaboration Here At
EpicureanFriends.com

Post by “Kalosyni” of August 23, 2021 at 11:58 PM

Quote from Cassius

We can write torrents of words here, and definitely gain some pleasure from that, but
unless we have "real-life" friends of the type Epicurus was referring to, and nor just
"virtual" friends, then the pleasure we gain will not be as full as it could be,...

and Cassius' additional quote:

"....It seems to me that Epicurus was always and will always be the best fit for practical
common sense people who are averse to Mumbo-jJumbo and unrealistic expectations,
so the issue is how to find and connect with those, who aren't necessarily going to be
found on Facebook or Reddit or Twitter, or hanging out in philosophy interest groups

| hope it's okay for me to add in some thoughts even though this thread was from last
year...regarding teaching this philosophy to others. My own beliefs might place me halfway
between "Epicurean Friends.com" and "Society of Epicurus.com", and yet also maybe a bit of
Cyrenaics.

| should confess that I've done very little study of philosophy in general, let alone Epicurean
philosophy. | just see how going toward pleasure in thoughts and actions is a helpful guide in
living life, for me. Just a short time time after first beginning to read about the philosophy of
Epicurus, it resonated for me, so much so, that | thought it might be fun to start a "Meetup
group" in the city in which I live.

As I've been diving deeper into reading posts on this site (as well as reading other sources) the
more | study, the more unclear | get about what Epicurus actually taught.

And some reasons that might complicate sharing Epicurus' philosophy:

1) The name "Epicurean" - as it exists to the every day common understanding is: one who is
devoted to the enjoyment of fine food and wine. It will be difficult to overcome that definition of
"Epicurean".

2) The academic interpretation vs. DeWitt interpretation (both of which | have yet to fully
grasp) seems to lend itself to endless debate, and is further complicated if you are wanting to
use the phrase "Classical Epicureanism".
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3) "Pleasure is the highest good" - this phrase is ethically incomplete, and it is too vague and
open to multiple interpretations.

There might be other reasons in addition. So these might be complicating your situation with
expanding your outreach.

For myself, it has occurred to me that if | want to start a meetup, the name might have to have
words other than "Epicurean" or "Epicurus".
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