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I think we're most all in agreement that we are not born with fully formed ideas. Aristotle and
Locke assert that if we aren't born knowing ideas we are essentially s "blank slate" and that's
going way too far.

I think the better analogy is that while we agree we aren't born with fully formed ideas, we
aren't born as nothing more than a pure white piece of paper. We're actually built with a
superior version of a computer operating system (think Windows or Linux or Mac) that when
operated can process data in amazing ways, but only on the basis of the ultimate programming
of the system (dogs and cats and humans and grasshoppers are programmed differently). We
aren't born with a stored database of knowledge, but we are born with an operating system and
a series of peripherals (the senses), using the data from which a database can be constructed
after conception and early development.
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