Isonomia

Post by “Godfrey” of August 23, 2021 at 3:04 AM

Quote from Cassius

The isonomia view would | think allow for an infinite progression / spectrum of
advancement above us.

Quote from Cicero

From this principle it follows that if the whole number of mortals be so many, there
must exist no less a number of immortals

First, | think that the Cicero quote is more accurate as to the meaning of isonomia: it sounds to
me like it deals with opposites and not a progression or spectrum.

Second, | don't agree with Cicero's conclusion that there must be an infinite number of
immortals: this seems like a juxtaposition of a Platonic ideal with a living reality. To me it's no
more valid than saying "if the number of mortals be so many, there must exist no less a
number of rocks." Ah, logic....

So the problem, | think, is determining what the "exact match and counterpart" of a mortal (a
mortal defined as a living human being, subject to dying?) is, and if this would have been a
useful idea for Epicurus. Although the idea of a spectrum of beings makes perfect sense to me,

| don't understand that as isonomia. But of course | could be confused about that

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2152-isonomia/?postiID=13471#post13471 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2152-isonomia/?postID=13471#post13471

