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I note the excerpt above said he fled "without his shield" but no telling what role he really had:
"Horace later recorded it as a day of embarrassment for himself, when he fled without his
shield, but allowance should be made for his self-deprecating humour. Moreover, the incident
allowed him to identify himself with some famous poets who had long ago abandoned their
shields in battle, notably his heroes Alcaeus and Archilochus. The comparison with the latter
poet is uncanny: Archilochus lost his shield in a part of Thrace near Philippi, and he was deeply
involved in the Greek colonization of Thasos, where Horace's die-hard comrades finally
surrendered.""
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