Declaration Of Rights Of Epicureans To Freedom of
Religion - Cassius' Declaration of August 20, 2021

Post by “Joshua” of August 20, 2021 at 5:17 PM

Quote

Are there any other contenders for the role of primary divinity in Epicurean religion?

If the interpretation of George Santayana and other scholars is to be trusted, Lucretius' Venus is
only one half of a dyad representing the Empedoclean principles of Love and Strife, re-creation
and destruction, accretion and dissolution—things coming together and things falling apart. Co-
equal and co-eternal, and each a necessary condition for the existence of the other.

Venus, then; first among equals? | don't have an opinion on whether or not DRN is a finished
poem, but | find | love the idea that a 7th book would have ended with a Requiem to Mars—as
in a sense the 6th book does, with the account of the plague in Athens.

Interestingly (or perhaps not), Venus is the second brightest object in the night sky and Mars
occasionally outshines even Jupiter himself for third place.

Your post brings back a memory of Civics class in high school. One of our homework
assignments was to draft a Declaration of Independence from whatever we chose. | wish | could

remember what | declared my independence from.
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