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Quote from Don

On sources: I'm generally distrustful of Cicero,

I think that distrust will serve you well, and he's the one who most clearly wrapped Epicurus's
view of pleasure into the formal "greatest good" formula, pretty much admitting even as he
was doing it that such an approach was not sanctioned by Epicurus himself.

This is a pretty damning statement from my point of view, in its lack of confidence and his
affirmative reliance on "elaborate and reasoned argument" and especially "abstruse theoretical
discussion." (Of course as always I wish we had time to parse the Latin!)

Quote

Others again, with whom I agree, observing that a great many philosophers do advance
a vast array of reasons to prove why pleasure should not be counted as a good nor pain
as an evil, consider that we had better not be too confident of our case; in their view it
requires elaborate and reasoned argument, and abstruse theoretical discussion of the
nature of pleasure and pain.
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