
Free Will Again
Post by “Cassius” of August 19, 2021 at 5:28 AM

1. I think you are on the right track comparing this with something derived from an anticipation.
It is something we experience as true even almost like pleasure and pain. It is part of our
natural experience of life and therefore it's a given that we take it and use it regardless of how
it works.

2. I did not completely follow your final comment about anarchism. Perhaps you meant
authoritarianism in the last sentence? The next to last paragraph about the problems with
"losing the self" I think is very good. I do think it is permissible under our forum rules (and even
necessary) to talk about systems in general, so as to discuss the last ten or so PDs. One point I
would make among systems however is that I think just like we sometimes choose pain in the
short term, and just as there is no absolute justice, it is probably the case that depending on
circumstance it can be necessary to move from system to system as required by "temporary"
facts. Even the Romans of the republican period apparently recognized that despite their
traditional laws it might be necessary on occasion to have a dictator if survival of the
community required it. So in my view the fundamental premise would be that there is no "one
size fits all" system endorsed by nature. I say that of course as being someone who is
personally in favor of the maximum personal freedom possible. Bit who acknowledges that
there are times when survival demands otherwise.

For example, we are living through such a period today. In my view it is a fact question in which
I don't think we should take a side here on the forum lest we get too political on exactly what
response to Covid-19 is appropriate. But surely if we considered a hypothetical example like
some kind of science fiction Andromeda Strain movie, or discovery of a huge meteor about to
impact and destroy the earth, it is easier to make a case for extreme central authority to deal
with that absolutely clear contingency..

I think discussions of hypotheticals like that are valuable and are fair game here, but I do think
that it would be dangerous for everyone to start stating personal positions on (for example)
Covid-19 responses. We all can and should have those positions. But here it is very likely best
to use either a science fiction example or something from long ago history as the best way to
discuss those issues unemotionally.
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