Carl Sagan, the 4th dimension, episode 20 of
Lucretius Today, physics

Post by “Cassius” of August 18, 2021 at 12:44 PM

Quote from Don

Cassius : | don't really understand your reluctance or uneasiness about "those words."
Epicurus repeatedly uses telos (goal) and tagathon (the good) throughout his extant
writings.

Maybe the context of my comments is that | personally am constantly looking to the way that
non-philosoohers will take these formulations, and | think it is very easy to fall into phrasings
that reinforce negative paradigms - such as the idea that there is one specific goal or one way
of life that all people should follow. Presumably it is clear to us that we mean pleasure as a
feeling and we are contrasting that with absolute systems of all types, but | am not sure that is
the case even here sometime, and | feel absolutely sure it is a tremendous problem outside our

LI
hallowed walls here. =

The whole paradigm is set up to reinforce absolutism in many ways, and breaking through is
apparently a multi-thousand-year project that seems always in danger of being squashed
entirely.

So certainly the words we are discussing must be used and exchanged, but we are playing in

hostile territory so swords (for the anti-Epicureans) should remain at hand! =

(And | do get the impression sometime that all of us would like to think that everyone in the
world has everyone else's best interests at heart, but | do not think that is the case, and the
texts we read from the ancient world were not written in that context either. | don't doubt but
that Plato and even Cicero and no doubt many others saw their task as persuasion to their
positions, so everything has a motive aspect to consider.
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