Carl Sagan, the 4th dimension, episode 20 of
Lucretius Today, physics

Post by “Cassius” of August 18, 2021 at 6:08 AM

Quote from Don

That being said, if you know of a reference to Epicurus making logical arguments for
pleasure as the goal, please share!

| don't want to get too far off track here by over-focusing on this particular point, but I
personally consider PD3-4 to be a "logical" argument (dealing with the issue of the limit of
pleasure, which is not particularly relevant or important unless you are dealing with Plato's
logical "pleasure has no limit and therefore cannot be the greatest good" argument). Aside
from PD3-4 there is no clear and obvious and prominently placed statement of the role of
pleasure in the opening PDs, and that in itself is something that has always struck me as a
fascinating difference between the PDs and the letter to Menorceus. If the PDs were intended to
be a prioritized list of important things to remember (and | think they are) and if Epicurus
considered identification of "the greatest good" to be important to us (which | don't think is
true) why does the top ten not include "Pleasure is the greatest good."? At least according to
Torquatus / Cicero that is what "all philosophers agree" to be the ultimate question. It appears
to me that Cicero should not have included Epicurus in that list of "all philosophers".
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