Carl Sagan, the 4th dimension, episode 20 of
Lucretius Today, physics

Post by “Cassius” of August 17, 2021 at 12:13 PM

| believe the "greatest good" discussion to be one of those things that Camotero is discussing
that we seem to be unable to avoid, but which is in reality a "logic trap" that has to be
approached very carefully.

My view is that Torquatus has to be viewed in that way as well -- | do not think Epicurus himself
would have agreed to frame the issue the way Torquatus did without a lot of explanation, only
some of which we probably have from Torquatus.

It depends entirely on your conceptual definition of "good" as to whether there is a "greatest
good" -- and there is nothing that is INTRINSICALLY desirable other than pleasure itself. Add to
that issue the issue that while the word pleasure is a concept, pleasure is itself ultimately a
FEELING that we all experience individually, not a concept. So the entire discussion is a
minefield in which contexts can be dropped at any moment to reach an erroneous result.
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