Anticipations - Justice & Divine Nature

Post by “Don” of August 17, 2021 at 7:09 AM

Quote from Cassius

| would say yes the faculty of pleasure is always the faculty of pleasure, but different
people have different pleasure responses to exactly the same stimulus - and some
people will find that exact stimulus painful. This means presumably that while it is fair
to say that "pleasure" is the same faculty for all, there is no "objective" sense of
pleasure that we can point to as leading to the same pleasure response in all situations,
so we must always defer to the people involved and ask them "Do YOU find this
pleasurable?"

Sure. But the pleasure response itself is the same. I'm not concerned at that initial point what
causes it. Some people will be more sensitive than others, sure, more acutely aware of what
their body is trying to tell them. Humans can even train themselves to disregard pain, for
example. But the pleasure itself is the guide. Epicurus didn't posit different *feelings* - the
"feelings" are two: pain and pleasure. Or are you referring to the katastematic and kinetic
pleasures? But again that's only a distinction in where the pleasure comes from.

So, yes, the *individual* has to find an act or memory or sight pleasurable themselves and that
is the guide to choices and avoidances/rejections for them. But the feeling of pleasure itself is a
human/animal/natural reaction all humans/animals experience (unless there's a neurological
disorder). That's why Epicurus could hold it up as a standard against which our decisions could
be made. Otherwise, the idea of a *canon* is meaningless. The question has to be: Why is
pleasure the yardstick by which we should make choices and rejections? Because it is a reliable
yardstick by which our body - our nature - is telling us what to pursue and what to flee from.
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