Anticipations - Justice & Divine Nature

Post by “Cassius” of August 16, 2021 at 12:01 PM
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Quote from Don

That's where I'm uneasy about Cassius maintaining the anticipations are wrong or can
be wrong, if I'm reading him correctly. My reading of Epicurus is that the senses are an
accurate reflection of reality. They are "true." It's our opinions and beliefs branching off
from our canonical faculties that are the problem and not the Canon itself. | think it's
the same or similar with the anticipations (as implied by that quote from the Letter to
M.)

Yes this is the point we need to drill down on. | firmly think (and | think DeWitt says too) that
any anticipation is always (1) reported truthfully - that's what makes it canonical, BUT ALSO -
(2) need not be true "to all the facts" or "to the big picture" which is why we check one
anticipation against another, just like we check one sight against other sights, one hearing
against another hearing, etc .

This is EXACTLY the point that DeWitt goes into in regard to the multiple meaning of "all
sensations are true" -- Yes they are reported honestly, but nobody ever said they are
ominiscient or "absolutely true" for everyone in the world. Each sensation and feeling of
pleasure and anticipation are "reported truly to us" by the faculty that is involved, but that does
not make it "true for everyone in the world." The only way we have confidence in predicting
that the sensation/feeling/anticipation will remain true for us is by the REPETITION of receiving
the same sensation in the same context.

This is a huge point so we need to stay with it til we all come to a clear understanding of the
parts where we agree and the parts where we don't agree.

If we were to conclude that an "anticipation" were "completely true to everyone" -- such that
our view of "justice" is the same for all people all times all places we would immediately be
transformed into Platonists and that is exactly what Epicurus was warning against.

There is a strong tendency for us to think that "anticipations" amounts to "innate ethical
conclusions" but | think that would be a disastrous conclusion and surely what Epicurus was
warning exactly against.

| think we'll find these things borne out as we dig into the actual citations.
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