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Post by “Don” of August 16, 2021 at 7:40 AM

Quote from EricR

Indeed for me, the notion that we are born with innate ideas makes no sense and I can
understand its opposite, the blank slate.

I completely understand where you're coming from. However, the "blank slate" idea, while a
popular and long-standing theory, has been well debunked. There is a lot of fascinating
research on babies and toddlers.

Quote from EricR

When I've watched children at play and they get into a dispute over a toy, game, etc.
I've witnessed the indignant retort, "hey, no fair!" This is usually the result of a desire
being thwarted, but they don't say, "hey, I didn't get my want fulfilled!" or some
childhood equivalent. They refer to something called "fair" that represents the feeling
of their desire being denied. In other words, they sense innately that there was
something unfair, or unjust, about the situation. Does this sound like the existence of
an Anticipation of "justice"?

Excellent observation! This sense - anticipation - of "justice" or "fairness" has been observed in
monkeys as well. I think I've posted elsewhere on there forum on this, but the one that comes
to mind is the experiment where two monkeys are given a task and rewarded with a cucumber.
However, as soon as one is rewarded with a "better" prize - fruit - the other monkey sees this
and refuses to perform the task. I've seen videos of the "deprived" monkey throwing the carrot
back at the researcher.

Here it is. Evidently he says they've done it with dogs and other animals:

https://youtu.be/meiU6TxysCg

That looks like a rudimentary anticipation of justice to me!
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