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My late grandmother wrote a letter–something like 14 pages of fine cursive—toward the end of
her life to one of my many cousins for a school project.

It is the only extant "memoir" in my family that I am aware of for that period, and is full of
historical interest in a parochial kind of way. A copy of the letter did not fall into my hands until
it began to recirculate after her death.

It was in reading that letter that I first became aware of a particular feature of interest of that
time period, dotting the landscape of the upper midwest; the ballroom venue.

It was during a tour of these venues (the "Winter Dance Party Tour") that Buddy Holly's plane
crashed after his last performance at a ballroom in Clear Lake, Iowa. The family farm, which
another cousin now runs, is less than hour from that very venue.

So thanks for posting these! My family on both sides were living in the northern counties of
Central Iowa at the time; out of 30-odd aunts and uncles, someone must have seen The
Epicureans play.
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