
Welcome Philia!
Post by “Cassius” of August 8, 2021 at 12:20 AM

As i see it I don't disagree with Don's perspective and it is largely what I am trying to convey in
my "both are true" comment. Yes I do think it is possible to generalize, but it is generalizing
within a context, and the generalization is going to hold true only so long as the facts
supporting it are true. And the main fact which is at the starting point is that there is no
universalizing supernatural force or extradimensional ideal which can take the place of a
contextual analysis.

I feel sure that people like Don and I would have no difficulty agreeing on many generalizations,
and that have no issue with seeing the limits of our generalizations. But I think world human
history shows that there is a great danger that these limits are very easy to forget, so my
perspective is to stress the warnings that I think are even today very frequently needed.

And a large part of my view is influenced by some Latin that I used to think was exactly the
right view until I saw it as the polar opposite of Epicurus, the part from Cicero's Republic which I
think speaks directly to why we started discussing humanism. I believe this view was known to
Epicurus and helps us see how his views are in opposition. Here is a version of the quote which I
found at the link below, though I usually see it translated "True law is right reason in accord
with nature...."

https://scholarship.law.nd.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4104&context=ndlr
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This below is the version I usually see, and to which I would point as the common thread of
there being a "one eternal and unchangeable law [that] will be valid for all nations at
all times." Of course Cicero wrote this long after Epicurus' time, but as Cicero fancied himself
part of the "New Academy" I would think that some similar statement, or at least the seed of
the idea, comes down from at least as far back as Plato himself.

It is almost as if the last ten PD's were written with the view of exactly refuting such a "one law
for all people at all times" point of view.
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