Welcome JNAMIOTKA!

Post by “jnamiotka” of August 3, 2018 at 8:04 AM

Hello, Cassius et al.!

| am a teacher of Latin, Greek, and philosophy at a private high school in the northeast. My
earlier graduate studies were devoted to philosophy, with an emphasis upon the recent
continental tradition, i.e., Nietzsche, Heidegger, Foucault, Derrida, Levinas, etc., but | have
since gone on to pursue a graduate degree in Classics. My connection with Epicurus and
Epicureanism comes largely through my close and careful reading of Lucretius, whose poem |
have taught many times and will continue to teach so long as I'm permitted to do so. As I've
explored, with my students, the philosophy of the Hellenistic period more broadly, I've been
struck by the strong revival of interest in Stoicism of late, without an Epicurean correlate. It
seems to me that if many of the denizens of the twenty-first century long for the solace of
Stoicism, they would do well to consider the wisdom of Epicurus in equal measure. Perhaps the
age-old misunderstanding of Epicureanism as a debased hedonistic philosophy lingers even to
this day. Most of my own students, once both "options" have been laid out for them, more
commonly veer toward Epicureanism.

Anyway, thanks so much for welcoming me aboard! | look forward to many fruitful discussions,
etc.

Cheers!
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