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Post by “Cassius” of July 31, 2021 at 8:55 PM

And of course you might even think of integrating this "purpose rather than limit" analogy with
the opening of the letter to Menoeceus, when Epicurus talks about happiness (one of the
appearances of eudaemonia?) rather than using the word pleasure again.

If so, the implication might be taken that even though "pleasure" is all that is desirable in itself,
it is helpful for us humans to realize that the purpose of pursuing any individual particular
pleasure is the attainment of happy living / happiness. Happy living / happiness is itself a direct
function of the experience of individual pleasures, but needs a conceptual name of its own so
that we can indicate it in our minds as the ultimate purpose, especially considering that we
sometimes choose a temporary pain or temporarily avoid a pleasure in order to gain "the net
final result" of the happiest (most pleasant) life possible.

As we analyze this it seems to me the key is to be sure that we avoid falling prey to the pitfall
of articulating something that can be misrepresented as nihilism, which is what the "absence of
pain" analysis falls prey to unless articulated properly.
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