The "Non-Aggression Principle" And Its Relationship
To Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Cassius” of July 18, 2021 at 3:05 PM

To follow up on that last post, | think it is legitimate to set the table for this discussion in the
way that the Epicurean Torquatus did in On Ends:

Quote

| will start then in the manner approved by the author of the system himself, by settling
what are the essence and qualities of the thing that is the object of our inquiry; not that
| suppose you to be ignorant of it, but because this is the logical method of procedure.
We are inquiring, then, what is the final and ultimate Good, which as all philosophers
are agreed must be of such a nature as to be the End to which all other things are
means, while it is not itself a means to anything else. This Epicurus finds in pleasure;
pleasure he holds to be the Chief Good, pain the Chief Evil. This he sets out to prove as
follows: Every animal, as soon as it is born, seeks for pleasure, and delights in it as the
Chief Good, while it recoils from pain as the Chief Evil, and so far as possible avoids it.
This it does as long as it remains unperverted, at the prompting of Nature's own
unbiased and honest verdict.

In Epicurean theory the ultimate good is pleasure, and if the NAP is suggesting that it is a
higher concern than pleasure, then such a claim would be immediately ruled out by the most
fundamental of Epicurean viewpoints.
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