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Quote from Don

Hmmm... After reading the ancient source text (Thanks, Cassius !!), Frischer seems to
me to be going off on a DeWittean historical fiction flight of fancy. He wants to write a
good story, but I don't see his conclusion supported by the ancient text itself.

That said, I found the ancient text fascinating! Certainly sets up a contrast with the
Stoics, and puts that "controversy" with the "4th leg of the Canon" into a different
context, too.

I've had a similar reaction to reading Frischer's literature. I'm finding a trend in modern
scholarship of sympathetic authors and enthusiasts taking poetic licenses to adapt Epicurean
philosophy to their social context. Many of their conclusions are based on tenuous links, and
their descriptions take advantage of a historical gap due to a lack of source material. I don't
necessarily think that their conclusions are incoherent with Epicurean philosophy, so I find them
to be useful ways of engaging a contemporary audience; still, the authors seem to place low
priority on acknowledging their personal fictions, and that can be problematic.
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