Did Epicurus Advise Marriage or Not? Diogenes
Laertius Text Difficulty

Post by “A_Gardner” of June 30, 2021 at 11:29 AM

I'll preface my answer with my knowledge of Greek attitudes towards marriage coming from my
armchair studies and personal curiosity of Ancient and Hellenistic society.

With that, it appears for the majority of Greek and Roman history, marriage was based more off
of economic arrangements and entanglements rather than preference, pleasure, or passion.
This is why both historically and mythologically you see multiple lovers, mistresses, and other
forms of what Christians would label as extramarital affairs.

This being the case, | can see an argument against marriage from the Epicurean perspective,
as committing to a relationship due to economic/political reasons would prove itself quite a
non-pleasure overall.

| think in his saying on marriage, there's even the clause in there that may back this opinion up,
as (and forgive any butchering as I'm recalling from memory) it states " The wise man will not
marry UNLESS social convention demands it so."
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