How To Place Epicurus In Relation To "Nominalism"?

Post by “Godfrey” of June 12, 2021 at 9:24 PM

Didn't he consider all sensations to be movements of atoms? And his descriptions of vision,
dreams and knowledge of the gods are as images formed of groups of atoms. Both of these
would seem to me to make him a nominalist.

As for knowledge, as | recall there was a discussion a while back debating what the Epicurean
theory of memory was. Didn't memory, too, involve accessing images (composed of atoms) in
some way?

So as far as | can tell he went to great lengths to explain everything in terms of atoms and void,
which | interpret as nominalism. However I'm not familiar with the finer points of nominalism so
| could easily be missing something!
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