Astronomical Events During the Time of Epicurus (&
Discussion on Letter to Pythocles Section 91)

Post by “Don” of May 27, 2021 at 10:36 PM

Quote

"The size of the sun and the remaining stars relatively to us is just as great as it
appears.119 [This he states in the eleventh book "On Nature." For, says he, if it had
diminished in size on account of the distance, it would much more have diminished its
brightness ; for indeed there is no distance more proportionate to this diminution of
size than is the distance at which the brightness begins to diminish.] But in itself and
actually it may be a little larger or a little smaller, or precisely as great as it is seen to
be. For so too fires of which we have experience are seen by sense when we see them
at a distance. And every objection brought against this part of the theory will easily be
met by anyone who attends to plain facts, as | show in my work On Nature.

Aarrrgh! Those is so frustrating! He's right there! Just tell us how big you think it is! One stadia?
The size of a kylix? The height of the Acropolis?? Anything!
We also don't have the volumes of On Nature. I'm sure it's in there buried in a charred scroll

still underground in Herculaneum. =

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2036-astronomical-events-during-the-time-of-epicurus-discussion-on-
letter-to-pythocle/?postiID=12390#post12390 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2036-astronomical-events-during-the-time-of-epicurus-discussion-on-letter-to-pythocle/?postID=12390#post12390
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2036-astronomical-events-during-the-time-of-epicurus-discussion-on-letter-to-pythocle/?postID=12390#post12390

