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I am getting the impression so far, 15 minutes in, that we are about to spend an hour
discussing what it means to "grasp" something by observing that Epicurus said that we need to
grasp both the forest and the trees - both the big picture and the details - except that since he
spoke in Greek so he used the word "epibole."

Notes

1. The phrase that certain things "have their own epibole" seems particularly troubling to
me.

2. I am not convinced that there is anything of significance in the "projection" terminology"
3. Ok so "attention" is not a sufficient word. I agree. The issue of grasping is broader than

paying attention.
4. Even in referring to the opening of Lucretius Book 1 about Epicurus projecting his mind

throughout the universe, I am not sure there is anything all that deep here. "Mental
projection" seems to mean a lot more to her than it does to me - it seems to me it's just a
way of describing focusing your mind on something so you can grasp it.

5. Ok now we head toward the issue of whether this grasp, no matter how strong,
constitutes a criteria of truth. I continue to think, so far, that Epicurus would never
elevate a "grasp" - no matter how strong that grasp might be - to a criteria of truth.

6. Oh this text item TEN is very helpful I think -- and I think it clearly means that the word
simply means "grasp" or "has a full understanding" and little more than that. Sure it
means we'll have strength of mind, because we have focused on the issues, studied both
the details and the big picture, and we are comfortable with both. That's highly important,
but there's nothing mysterious here.

7. Ok now they are in questions, and a Platonist comes in to say he likes Plato better but will
ask something anyway. Not sure this is a great use of time - typing the questions would
be more efficient (but maybe not as much fun)

8. Voula has a pleasing personality and presentation so she makes a good lecturer.
9. Repeat -- it adds nothing to switch back and forth between Greek and English words other

than to make the speaker (the Platonist) sound intelligent and make the discussion
harder for the normal person to follow,

10. David Konstan asks question (he's the writer correct?)
11. Very long and complex question about Plotinus - another reason to vet the questions in

writing first.
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- This is the first zoom presentation I have watched involving presentation of a paper. She's
basically reading large sections of it, but this will hopefully be followed by question and answer.
What's the best format using zoom? Is it ok to basically read a paper as the main presentation?
(thinking out loud)
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