
Considering the Importance of Mental Pleasures
Post by “Cassius” of May 30, 2018 at 2:09 PM

Here are two other comments relevant to this topic:

"Do you all agree with Epicurean philosophy has life should be filled with as much pleasurable
and the least amount of suffering (including causing any harm to anyone else).? Do any of you
have objections to that?" It's not clear to me whether there is one part or another in there on
which you are focusing, but as you get to the end I think you are perhaps implying an
overbroad conclusion. Staying with the question of what did Epicurus teach, as opposed to what
we think is correct ourselves, Epicurus clearly taught that sometimes we will embrace pain
when that leads to greater pleasure or lesser total pain, so it's necessary to point out that
there's no single "best" way in real life to handle the competing motivations (pleasure and
pain). I would say sure, as Blanton said, that causing pain to others is generally painful for
ourselves, but that doesn't mean we are not going to do it when the occasion requires, just as
we choose pain ourselves when the occasion requires.

Having stated that pleasure should be maximized and pain minimized in the way you have
stated it, have you really answered anything in terms of a preferred set of practical choices?

I am not sure that you have, nor do I think that Epicurus saw his philosophy that way either.

I think your question is excellent for illustrating something we all need to deal with - having
observed that pleasure is desirable and pain is undesirable, can we stop at that point and think
that we have a solution to anything?

I think not.

When Epicurus observed that (1) true gods would show no favor or anger, and (2) that death is
the end of our consciousness, did he STOP and say - that's all you need to know?
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