
Epicurus' Appearance - Research Into What He
Looked Like
Post by “Cassius” of May 26, 2021 at 6:42 AM

I am sure we have already covered this, but I will have to look up where and perhaps move the
post. So here is the portion of Takis' paper, which i gather is based on Frischer, which traces the
identification of Epicurus to the discovery of the inscribed bust in 1742 at St Maria Maggiore.
What do we know about this "discovery?" Presumably it was not buried by Vesuvius, so
whereever it was "discovered" someone put it there at a particular time. What do we know
about how this bust came to be where it was 'discovered' in 1742? Is there some circumstance
that would foreclose it being on display publicly somewhere at the time of Raphael or any other
particular time for centuries beforehand? Not to trivialize this, but how do we know that
someone who didn't like Epicurus in 1600 or 1650 or 1700 or even 1740 didn't just hide this
away only to have it recovered relatively shortly later? I presume Bernard Frischer addresses
this so that would be the next link in the chain.

This is from Frischer's 1979 article "On Reconstructing the Portrait of Epicurus"
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So when did it get put "under the porch"? Is there any reason to jump to the conclusion that it
lay there since the early Christian era? Or maybe there's a cave or cellar under the porch used
for storage and rotated regularly with their wine supply?  Maybe there is additional detail
available on that.

Is this where the trail stops and we have nothing beforehand but speculation, or is there more?
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