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Thanks for mentioning the downloadable handout - you're right it's very interesting.

And this makes it doubly interesting to me to hear what she has to say, because I can see
clearly - I have a good GRASP - FOCUS - UNDERSTANDING - that this is a word that demands to
be translated into English, and should not be left untranslated, lest we give in once again to the
idea that Epicurean philosophy is somehow beyond the grasp of mere mortals like us.

We'll have to compare notes when this is over as to what we think is the best english term. But
I guarantee even before we hear the first word that we're going to hear a description of an
active thought process that cannot and does not exclude "opinion" from its functioning, and
thus we're going to get confirmation as to why Epicurus did not consider this to be one of the
canonical faculties. As important as grasping things might be, grasping isn't something that the
brain does "automatically" in the same way that ears, eyes, noses and the rest function.

Now we'll see how many of those words I have to eat later this week! 

EDIT: Ha, I will already start with the caveats - since I am largely a follower of DeWitt's
"intuition" line of thought, I am perfectly prepared to think that some people can grasp some
things faster and more intuitively than others. So there is some room for automatic functioning.
But you know what there's NO ROOM in Cassius' world for?

There's NO ROOM for untranslated Greek words!  If something is worth discussing,
it's worth discussing in one's native language - whatever that is.

Edit 2 - and just to be clear this is not a slam on Don's or Joshua's (or MY) interest in studying
the Latin or Greek words. But the purpose of scrutinizing those words is to come up with the
best possible translation with which WE, and our friends, can grasp the issue. The idea of doing
all that study and then leaving them untranslated, as if they CAN'T be, is just in my mind the
ultimate kind of academic power trip that I can't think anything good to say about!
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