The Wreathed Figure In Blue - Epicurus? Democritus?
Someone Else?

Post by “Cassius” of May 24, 2021 at 5:05 PM

Quote from Don

At what time did that figure become associated with Epicurus?

| agree that is an important question. While | know that science has improved over the
centuries, | don't think we should presume that "knowledge in general" has always improved,
and | would suspect that the further back in time we go the more deference ought to be given
to statements from people of the older period, absent some reason not to credit it. | especially
think that's true in terms of translations and interpretations - | would think that the further back
in time the person is, the "closer" they would be to a more accurate understanding of subtle
changes in meaning of words.

We have no reason to give much deference to monks of the 5th century on their general
knowledge of science, but | would expect those monks to be able to run rings around later
academics in their ability to understand the subtleties of ancient Greek and Latin texts.
Someone like Bailey or Munro can study a lifetime and be the foremost expert of their age, and
yet still not have the accuracy of understanding of Greek or Latin that would have been held by
many off-the-street ancient Romans of ordinary education.
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