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In Seneca's "On Leisure" it is recorded "Epicurus says, the wise man will not take part in
politics, except upon some special occasion."

Without more context, or even knowing who originated this phrasing, we probably have an
example of how exceptions can swallow the alleged rule. I for one believe that PDs 30-40 make
observation and appropriate participation in certain events absolutely appropriate and
necessary for happy living.

My personal opinion (worth exactly what you pay for it) is that such an occasion is presented by
the imprisonment of Tommy Robinson in England. His "crime"? That of live-streaming outside a
courthouse to report on an islamic grooming trial.

I call Britain "the island of the Stoics" because stoicism seems to be so deeply rooted there. In
fact if we did not historically know that stoicism originated in Greece, it would be hard to
believe that the personality of the Greeks ever succumbed to the idea that "feeling" - emotion -
is something to be repressed. The "stiff upper lip" mentality of Britain however, seems to
provide a primordial soup where stoicism thrives. That's a topic worthy of a lifetime of study in
itself.

The case of Tommy Robinson is all over the news and needs no explanation here. Free speech
is under attack all across the Western world, and this particular threat is being carried out in
the name of a religion that is one of free speech's single greatest opponents. Today Tommy
Robinson's views on religion are suppressed - tomorrow the right even to discuss philosophy
will be ended. That means it is time for defenders of philosophy to speak out and act, and in
England, that means it is a time for choosing for the stoics.

Yes, yes - I know that according to David Sedley, stoicism has no tradition of resistance to
repressive regimes, and that given the option the stoic will choose a melodramatic exit through
suicide over action to fix a real-world problem:

     

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/460-the-island-of-the-stoics-should-free-tommy-
robinson/?postID=1229#post1229

https://archive.org/stream/minordialoguesto00seneuoft#page/242/mode/2up
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/12378/tommy-robinson-injustice
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/12394/wilders-robinson-statement
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-roman-studies/article/ethics-of-brutus-and-cassius/910935B2D06D0075E223EEFB127026A4
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/media/79-stoicism-repression-jpg/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/460-the-island-of-the-stoics-should-free-tommy-robinson/?postID=1229#post1229
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/460-the-island-of-the-stoics-should-free-tommy-robinson/?postID=1229#post1229


I think it no coincidence that repression of free speech is correlated with the absence of
appreciation for Epicurean philosophy. Be that as it may, modern stoics represent that they see
great merit in some aspects of Epicurean philosophy.

In my view this would be a time when English stoics could profitably learn from the example of
both Marcus Brutus (who was NOT a stoic) and Cassius Longinus (the Epicurean) and take a
stand for free speech before it is too late.

Tommy Robinson should be freed, and steps should be taken to ensure that something like this
never happens again.
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