Where Is Epicurus In The "School of Athens"?

Post by “Cassius” of May 21, 2021 at 1:52 PM

Nate's points are certainly well taken and | suspect we see more and more of that today.

However (again with no particular evidence to point to) my impression is that the level of
scholarship at the point Raphael was painting, and of the people for whom Raphael was
painting, was far higher than it is today on these subjects. | have the impression that if you had
any position of stature at all within the church you had to be extremely fluent in Latin and
Greek, and so you would have been reading the church fathers, Cicero, and indeed probably
Diogenes Laertius (if you were advanced enough) in the originals with a fluency we could hardly
reproduce today. So my bet (again, just speculation) is that the level of scholarship invested in
this painting was the highest that the church could produce, and | suspect it could produce
some very high scholarship indeed.
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