Where Is Epicurus In The "School of Athens"?

Post by “Cassius” of May 19, 2021 at 8:09 AM

Yes | am wanting to be very specific that | am not criticizing you (Don) or Joshua or anyone else
personally, including Takis, for their positions on this issue.

| think the whole question presents a very interesting and clear way to discuss many issues of
epistemology in a low-impact setting devoid of political or other aspects that would introduce
bias or emotion too much into the picture.

You've listed a good set of various possibilities as to the result, and it would be equally
interesting to discuss some of the issues that Elli is raising about - "Given the evidence, what
are the possibilities for how to process that evidence? How much do we defer to consensus, or
authority, or speculation, and when does speculation based on "some" evidence rise to the
level of something to be entertained, or believed, and when does it not?"

| see the question of "when do we defer to the consensus of authorities" and "when do we
pursue our own judgment that conflicts with those of authorities" as maybe one of the most
important and regularly-occurring ones that we could address.

Certainly it seems to me that Epicurus was in almost complete rebellion against the philosophic
opinions of his day, so we know that willingness to take an independent stand was important to
him, but | think we have a long way to go to describe how he himself dealt with prior consensus
and authority, or how we can apply his example ourselves.
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