Where Is Epicurus In The "School of Athens"?

Post by “Don” of May 19, 2021 at 7:03 AM

Have we seen this paper: https://www.jstor.org/stable/3046140

New Identifications in Raphael's School of Athens

Can't tell if it addresses Epicurus directly, but the abstract seems to contend that Raphael
didn't use portrait sculpture for any of the portraits. Even Socrates was supposedly derived
from textual descriptions. Also, if the Pope wanted to denigrate Epicurus's teachings, how fitting
would it be to tell Raphael, "Yeah, use that pudgy guy to represent that atheist pleasure seeker
if you have to include him." | agree it looks like Epicurus, but the trope of the bearded, robed
philosopher was a common motif, wasn't it? I've also gotten the impression in the past that the
figures to the immediate left and right of Plato and Aristotle were supposed to be their
unnamed followers. | could be misremembering. Don't get me wrong. I'd like it to be Epicurus,
but | need to see at least one documented reference to be convinced. Too many variables.
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