Versions of the Text of Lucretius - 1743 Daniel
Browne Edition - Unknown Translator

Post by “Cassius” of May 21, 2018 at 2:34 PM

Poster: we are looking at “rationis egestas.” Egestas is “poverty, lack, need.” Ratio is what the
brain does... so “poverty of thinking... lack of thought.. in need of reason.” | agree “Reason
alone” is bad philosophically, and happily that is not what the Latin says. So Bailey added
“alone” from his head, and the “sense” in the second translation is “mental sense/thinking” not
the sensations/senses.

Cassius: | think someone in tune with Epicurean philosophy would likely have the same
reservation about "all such power belongs to reason alone" (Bailey) or "Why do you hesitate,
why doubt that reason Alone has absolute power? " (Humphries) so that implies that our
anonymous author (1) understands Epicurus very well, (2) is very good with Latin and his doing
his best to be literal, or (3) both of the above. | am hoping this translation is going to be very
valuable for another good perspective in English.

I've continued to Google and found nothing as to the translator - even in WORLDCAT there is no
reference to the author, as it seems highly unlikely that Daniel Browne is the author. | have a
friend near London who may be able to find something - this is something that needs to be
corrected. Scanning through it so far, it seems to me the work is very high quality and the
author deserves recognition. Probably there is mention of this by Bailey or Munro in their
gwthing around to figure it out.
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PREFACE i the TRANSLATOR (with colleagues) IS Guernier!
o b e v s spplase sl e s ol e put that would seem to be unlikely. SO WHO WAS

abundnntly received ; amd bad bo franslated tw entire pocn with s
sanae felicity and :Piri'l whicli iz hins infussl inte Uese detschel wior-
sels, the version of Crecch wonld bove been long sioee fusgotic, aml
ihat of the nswing pages, perbaps, never made i8 appearniace.
You Dryilen lins, in general, rather pasaphmsed tean trasloted : bis
lines nre oftcn double the pumber of thoe original 3 sl he e, o
times, unfortunstely attensptod to impreve his authar by Gleas of his
own creation

Ta Dryden'’s specimens saecresded a prose versios of 1he entive pocm
by Gueruber and his colleagues. 1t was pollshed in 1743, in tva vo-
lomes octove, ond, like the Freoch vemion of de Guille, B necons-
panied by Creccl's edition of the origisul in opposite pages.  The
trumslator’s motive for preferring prose o verse, he thus explains in o
brief intraduction : “ Our longuage, though copiows in eompliaei
and love-ex pressions, is bt very namow and barren in teras of art, aml
phirases suited to philosophy ; aml Use teehnical wonls we bave inventeed
move coarscly amd cloadily in verse,  For these easons, e poctical
translation of Creech is often more perplesesd aind barsh thin tie an-
ginal ; it is, in many places, o wide and rombling parnphese ;o
others, the tmnslatar contrets and cornils his author, and s fre=
quently guilty of cuissions for many lines together.  This is oo wog-
dor; for the poet he ondertook i ool b e confised and shockled by
the mles of rhyme ; his verse B ncarest, and mes wone matirally
into prose thom any other, Juvenal and Iorace only excepted, anong
all the classics. 1 have endeavoursd, boconse dissneumberod from
e fetters of poctry, faithfully to dischose his meaniog in his own
terme, and 1o shew him whole and entire ®,°

* Prafacs, p. b
b2

e with tho incuffavabhlas Cand ~lgiming that it is impossible to do justice to Lucretius
il PREFACE version is now consigned to the dustbin it deserves,

Dt it s imypassibibe 40 shew Luerctius edole and estire in o jrunsn . . . .
amintion of wny Wl aad. 1o siba bl wbidigan « aaghels. '€ LEXT itself. The prose edition by Guernier is worth

amd not as @ poet, is 10 rob ko of by far the greater portion at his
et =l that vhich i peeuliardy bis own,  Por, whatever may be
1l valoe we affic o i doctrines and sehentific imibictiom, the q-.lm-.-
dour of his upagery, dinld tee barmony of his vombers are sl inf-
mitely nenee ¥ lwalale, "Thse irsnalotor's aaimadyers lpunl:rn:d:-m.
uneuestianaldy, well founded | yet tbe wnfavourable opinion b has
g;].ﬁ_-m.l ol thsa Hn-glnh |l||g_'uug|.-, ProTes lim % be but Ditile pe-
lll.ﬂilbﬂll wqtls its extent or Aexihifity. O iself, nnd witkout s roeur-
rewee 1a nhstrmse or echoseal tesms, L possesses g vocabubary anffi-
dru!!}' yaried sl rieh for all ithe common parposes af seienos and [ibe-
rature ; yob the presculidoy affonls amople proofs that usder the plustic
Tamits of  jadicines poet, the mest recondite evms of the lamed Jun-
guages may be intreelueed into it with clogance, perspicuity, end mefo-
dyp nor s it passibibe, perbaps, to instance any wslera tongee with
whieh ther will so harmoniously amalgamale s our oWk

T 1798, another cffort was made te iwtrosduce Twe NaTurg op
“Prymas in an Eeglisls dress, by an ancnymaus suthor, whe presented
whie it bk alose as a specimon of bis obilites for this purpose,  The
saanple thas offred was in limbic ghyme, sl the rest of the poem
was i bave Bdlowed, as oo ns the public el testified s approba-
gion af the attempl.  Witlont obtrusively depaccistiog the taleats of n
eantemperary wnter, i is suficient te abserve, thal nothing Erther of
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¢ ressls then, from ihis geoeral survey, that so tmaslstion of
Tue ¥atves oF Tuamas las bitherto lees peescntid to the puble
T
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