
Happy Twentieth of May: Don't Surrender - Instead
Retreat, Regroup, Advance!
Post by “Cassius” of May 21, 2018 at 11:33 AM

Poster: Before these conversations and your explanations, I just looked at the ethics part of
Epicurean philosophy but it seems I am beginning to agree that the physics of Epicurus is just
as important and perhaps is needed for the ethics to make sense and not just be an abstraction
such as Virtue as an end. There is no natural law or nature that dictates that virtue is some end
of human nature, it is simply an abstraction but it can be a useful one if used for the tool of the
true end, pleasure.

Cassius Amicus And it is not necessary to get caught up in "atoms" vs "molecules" vs
subatomic particles and all those details. The point of the physics is to provide ONE rational
explanation of the universe operating on natural principles, but they knew that the details were
uncertain, just as they said that the planets and star movements could be caused for a number
of reasons. The important thing is to find at least one explanation that is consistent with the
facts, explains them adequately, and shows that it is not necessary to presume that a
supernatural god is behind everything. That is the starting point for all the rest of the chain
argument which then provides the presumption that there are no gods or "ideas" which set out
what "virtue" really is. If you don't have that starting point you're blowing in the wind to talk
about anything (ESPECIALLY ethics), and nothing can ever be 'resolved' to anyone's
satisfaction.

If abstractions without evidence are just as valid as reasoned conclusions based on evidence,
then there's no way to ever be sure of anything. And of course if there COULD be a god and
there COULD be a heaven and hell, then any prudent person is going to take that possibility
into account and hedge his / her bets, and pay homage to the gods (which is not nearly so
important to them as that you pay homage and your money to the PRIESTS - both of the church
and of Academia). Only an understanding of the universe that frees your mind from these
obligations can really provide freedom from them.

As to: ".....the true end, pleasure." Yes, that is the conclusion. But it is OH so critical to
understand the sweeping mental and physical scope of the word "pleasure" so that you aren't
intimidated into equating it with sex, drugs, and rock'n'roll! Edit: .... to continue the sentence: "
or - to "absence of pain"! 1f609.pngImage not found or type unknown [Rewrite: But it is OH so critical to understand the
sweeping mental and physical scope of the word "pleasure" so that you aren't intimidated into
**equating** the word "pleasure" with sex, drugs, and rock'n'roll - or, to 'absence of pain'!]
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