
Where Is Epicurus In The "School of Athens"?
Post by “Elli” of May 9, 2021 at 6:10 AM

Please let me to write some facts with persons that were involved... and as that famous phrase
says "Follow the money" that is a catchphrase popularized by the 1976 docudrama film entitled
as: "All the President's Men", which suggests political corruption can be brought to light by
examining money transfers between parties.

Villa Adriana

After Hadrian, the villa was occasionally used by his various successors Antoninus Pius
(138–161), Marcus Aurelius (161–180), Lucius Verus (161–169), Septimius Severus and
Caracalla have been found on the premises). Zenobia, the deposed queen of Palmyra, possibly
lived there in the 270s.

During the decline of the Roman Empire in the 4th century, the villa gradually fell
into disuse and was partially ruined as valuable statues and marble were taken
away.

From whom the statues and the marble were taken away?

From persons like this one:

Bindo Altoviti who lived in the years 1491-1557 of the House of Altoviti was an Italian banker
and one of the most influential papal bankers of his generation. A patron of the arts, he
cultivated close friendships with artists such as Cellini, Raphael, Michelangelo and
Vasari.

His father was Antonio Altoviti, the papal Master of the Mint, and his mother was La Papessa
Dianora Altoviti, niece of Pope Innocent VIII. One of his direct descendants was Pope Clement
XII.

Like other Florentines who provided loans to the popes in exchange for the rights to papal
revenues, Bindo prospered. He enjoyed the financial resources to undertake extensive
renovations to the properties he inherited from his father and his suburban villa on the Tiber,
and to indulge a growing passion for art. Known for, and endowed with, a strong taste for
art, he became a patron of the arts and friend to Cellini, Raphael, Michelangelo and
Vasari.
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Immortalized in the portrait by Raphael (see the picture), he gave sanctuary to
Michelangelo when he fled from Florence to Rome. Michelangelo had such a high esteem for
Bindo, while he despised his rival Agostino Chigi, that he gave him as a gift the cartoon of
Noah's Blessing (lost), used for the fresco in the vault of the Sistine Chapel as well as a drawing
of a Venus (lost) colored by Vasari. It was also Michelangelo who convinced Bindo not to
rebuild, but to preserve, the Santi Apostoli church.

Vasari painted the Allegory of the Immaculate Conception for the family chapel. When in Rome,
Vasari also used to stay at the Palazzo Altoviti where he frescoed the Triumph of Ceres. When
the palazzo was demolished in order to create the Tiber's embankments, the frescos were
removed and are now shown in the National Museum of Palazzo Venezia.

For Bindo's suburban villa Vasari frescoed a vast loggia called the Vineyard,
decorated with statues and burial marbles from Emperor Hadrian's Villa Adriana.

My hypothesis is : that Bindo Altoviti must had a bust of Epicurus and it had pointed
out to his friend the painter Raphael. For this reason Raphael has painted Epicurus
figure on his fresco “the school of Athens” so identical and so similar to our known
busts.

For the history Bindo Altoviti’s descendants were:

Bindo's son Giovanni Battista Altoviti married Clarice Ridolfi, daughter of Lorenzo Ridolfi,
grandson of Lorenzo il Magnifico di Medici and Clarice Orsini, bringing about a
reconciliation between the houses of Altoviti, Medici and Strozzi. This made it
possible for Bindo's other son, Archbishop of Florence Antonio Altoviti, finally to live
in his bishopric. Giovanni Battista himself remained a banker in Rome, was twice
consul of the Nazione Fiorentina, and exercised, under Pius V, the offices of an
apostolic general and the Depositario dell'Abbondanza.

Marietta Altoviti married Giambattista Strozzi, which also strengthened the link
between the houses of Strozzi and Medici. Their descendants became the Strozzi
dukes of Bagnolo and princes of Forano, the Corsini princes of Sismano, dukes of
Casigliano and Civitella, and most prominent Pope Clement XII. 

Their granddaughter Lucrezia Maria Strozzi married Prince Aleksander Ludwik
Radziwiłł, Voivode of Polock, Grand Marshal of Lithuania and member of the
Radziwiłł family, magnates of Poland and Lithuania. Prince Anton Radziwiłł was the
husband of Louise of Prussia. The couple were important patrons of the arts in Berlin
during the 19th century. Their later heir Prince Stanisław Albrecht Radziwiłł was
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married to Caroline Lee Radziwill, sister of the late First Lady, Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis, and sister-in-law of President John F. Kennedy. 
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