Research Assistance Question - Cross-platform or
Syncing E-Reading

Post by “Joshua” of May 3, 2021 at 7:13 PM

It's been a few years since | looked into the world of Ebooks, but in general outline the
problems likely haven't changed; eReaders are shockingly niche products, which don't sell very
well. This is partially because they last a long time (not for eReaders the 2-year obsolescence
typical of smartphones), and partially because so few people really read. PDF's have meant that
unscrupulous users can get the ebooks themselves for free, making the whole enterprise
awfully unprofitable.

The upshot is that eReader manufacturers put precious little effort into delivering the kind of
options that people want. It took Amazon 8 generations of the Kindle to finally make it water-
resistant! Even by then, a user could read a book, OR listen to the audiobook (through audible),
but they could never do both at the same time on the same device! Issues like text adjustment
(alignment), file compatibility, and connectivity have all likewise been neglected for long
periods of time.

The Barnes and Noble Nook is more or less dead as far as | can see. Amazon can afford to prop
up the Kindle line probably indefinitely, but it's certainly not a focus. I'd be interested to hear if
anyone has tried some of the other options.
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