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Another point: When I refer to not everyone agreeing, I think there are two classes-

Group (1): There are those who really are faithful to the core Epicurean teachings that
everything is Natural, and they just presume that whatever happened to "create" the universe
in an instant from nothing is also natural, and they don't think it's that big a deal - they don't
think that undercuts the basic premise that there are no supernatural gods or total "chaos" that
should be of any concern. I think most people here in this group who don't take my position are
like that, and I don't have any problem with that at all. The reason I am not in that camp is that
I think that there is another group -

Group (2) thinks (rightly or wrongly, as you prefer) that the possibility that the universe was
created at random from nothing IS a really big deal. They think that we should be concerned
that just as the universe as a whole rose up in an instant, it could disappear in an instant, and
that as a result we really shouldn't be certain or confident of anything. These people are very
likely in my view to combine this opinion with militant anti-dogmatism. They are the true
crusading skeptics who see Epicurus' concern and take up the position he wanted to rule out.
And in fact some/many of them also what to do it for precisely the desire to keep open the
gnawing doubt that there IS something "supernatural" and maybe even "spiritual" that explains
the universe. That's the group that I DON"T think is Epicurean - they are basically Aristotelian
prime movers or Stoic divine firers or pure religious nuts (spoken fondly, of course ) - and they
know it and they argue their positions to shake our confidence in Epicurean philosophy.
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