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I think keeping good humor as with deal with factual debates like this is essential. I don't need
to even get close to an allusion to the political world for us to recall how even today some
science debates get caught up with a fervor that it would take a Galileo to appreciate!

But at risk of getting a slight bit more serious, I think we're about to open Pandora's box with
Elli's references to Christos Y.'s position on the brain issues, given his status as a medical
professional, and I have this gut field (instinct?  ) that issues like this are percolating only
slightly below the surface in the Greek Epicurean world.

We could easily find ourselves in a situation where we conclude based on a combination of
personal observation and some number of studies that we conclude that instinct is a much
more potent force in the animal kingdom than it's generally given credit for, and that might not
at all be received well in certain circles which take a different position on the science as it
relates to Epicurus.

"Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead" is clearly in my mind the right path to take, but it's
probably going to take a mixture of good humor and articulation of a method for how educated
laymen should approach "science" issues in order not to get caught in some explosions. I'm
seeing a pattern that this kind of issue is popping up frequently, so we probably need some
kind of "Order of Merit" badge to award for he/she/or they who come up with a good way to
deal with the "educated layman" vs "expert" issue. In the legal world I'm very comfortable that I
want my juries to be composed of ordinary people of good sense, rather than "experts," but I'm
not sure that position is as widely embraced as it used to be, and I think i recall that it may
always have been the "American" view as opposed to the Continent.

I know there are references in the Epicurean texts to these issues as well, not the least of which
was the issue of how and why Epicurus held his views on the size of the sun. On that I'll still
take the position that while he proved to be factually wrong, his reasoning and approach
(especially if we knew more details of what he himself thought rather than what's said about
what he thought) were probably valid and remain a model today of how to deal with conflicting
information - with the main thing that's changed being that we have more information than was
available then.
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