Is There A Relationship Between "Anticipations" and
"Instinct"?

Post by “Godfrey” of April 21, 2021 at 3:37 PM

Just to get the ball rolling:

The only things hard-wired in this regard are the faculties of pattern recognition, sensation and
affect: all "instinct" can be reduced to this.

Pattern recognition is one of the ways that we have been thinking about Anticipations and |
think pretty much aligns with DeWitt. It both precedes and reacts to sensations, forming
concepts and affecting behaviors from such an early age that it is commonly and mistakenly
thought that there are ideas and behaviors that are innate.

Affect is defined as a faculty of registering pleasure/displeasure and the degree of arousal. This
corresponds to the Feelings and is a guide to behaviors and to forming concepts. These
behaviors and concepts are formed from a very early stage of development in each individual,
often through social connections, and are not innate.
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