Is There A Relationship Between "Anticipations" and
"Instinct"?

Post by “Cassius” of April 21, 2021 at 5:26 AM

In recent discussions the question has been raised as to whether there is a relationship
between the Epicurean theory of Anticipations (especially as described by Velleius in his
"etching" reference in "On The Nature of the Gods") and the view that is generally described as
"instinct," especially as we (presumably) see examples in animals.

Over time | expect this question to recur so let's use this thread as a discussion starter.

1. What is "instinct"?

2. Does the common conception that certain animals are born "hard-wired" to certain
behaviors at birth, prior to any experience of any observations of that behavior, really
exist?

3. If it exists, does it have anything to say about the possibility that certain behaviors in
humans may also be "hard-wired" from birth, prior to experience?

4. if such hard wiring actually exists in humans to any degree, is there any relationship
between this phenomena and what Epicurus described as anticipations / preconceptions /
prolepsis?
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