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I don't really disagree with what you've written in those last two posts, but I do think this is an
area where we have to keep separate what Epicurus was saying from what "modern science"
might say is a different mechanism. I do think that there are references in the text which would
justify holding that Epicurus held a conventional view that the mind can store information /
pictures and retrieve it at will. There are also clearly references (the ones we are going over
now) to the mind being stimulated from the outside by images. At least as to me I do not see
these two as being mutually incompatible at all, but I am definitely open and looking for further
development of these issues over time. For me the current evidence indicates that both
processes exist, and I agree with your comment that "most people" think in those terms, so I
think the Epicureans would have too. If Epicurus intended to eject or disprove or invalidate that
mode of mental operation, I think he would have been very specific and clear in making that
point, so I see the burden of proof on this issue to be with those who would say that Epicurus
intended to replace in full conventional views of memory with the "images" mechanism. If
anyone has any academic articles on this point I hope they will cite them, but we've only
recently over the last couple of months begun to discuss this issue, so there's lots of room for
more development.

Quote from Don

And we know smelling something or hearing something can stir a memory. Hmmm...
Maybe Epicurus was on to something

And I particularly agree with that, which is why I am not willing to write off as impossible a
theory that would be based on the mind (brain, presumably) being able to receive stimulation
from outside which is not visible to the eyes, ears, etc. By no means do I think that there is
enough evidence to accept Epicurus' images theory at face value, but I do not think it wise to
label it as "ridiculous" or "impossible." In that I am referring first to just the possibility of the
mind receiving impressions from things around us; the contention that people can receive
images from across the reaches of space would require much more evidence to entertain. If I
were looking to develop THAT theory, I would start here.
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